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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 16, 2018 

7:00 PM 
  

 

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 

called to order by Mayor Schafer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   Mayor 

Schafer gave the invocation. 

 

Present were Mayor Alice Schafer and Councilpersons James Andrew, Brett Baublitz, Scott Gray, James 

Gruesbeck, Clark Hubbard and Rick Koppleberger.  Officers and staff present were Attorney Jefferson Arnold, 

City Manager Chris A. Yonker, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, Fire Chief Dave Nelson, DPW Director Bob 

Studt and Lt. Roy McCollum. 

 

Audience in attendance was Rob and Lexi Endter, George Bailey, Micah Kemler, Brian Adkins, George 

Clarke, Tracey Cordes and  Mike MacDonald.  

 

Moved by Koppleberger, second by Baublitz to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 

2, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.    

 

Arnold Dunchock, 1138 E. Center Street, addressed the Council on the notice received for the blight grass.  He 

contacted Code Officer Nelson and provided a GIS photo from the prior year with a section of the property 

marked off that he didn’t have to mow.  Mr. Dunchock was questioning the current letter received regarding 

mowing that section of the property.  He is working to find a contractor to mow it because his contractor does 

not have the equipment to do the job.  He asked for additional time to mow and would like clarification as to 

how frequent that section of the property needs to be mowed.  Mr. Dunchock added that every two weeks 

would be very expensive so would like if three times a season would be acceptable.   

 

Committee Reports 

Mayor Schafer reported the Committee of the Whole met to review the water bill relief request from Micah 

Kemler of CKW Property Management.  The Committee discussed the staff’s handling of the issue and the 

offer made to them for some relief on the billing.  The committee supports and commends the staff’s response 

and original offer made by them.  No additional relief is recommended.  

 

Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to concur with the staff’s decision to offer a sewer credit in the 

amount of one-half of the sewer charge for 905 E Arcada Street and to allow additional time for payment 

without penalty.  Motion carried.  

 

 

Department Report 

Lt. Roy McCollum reported on the September quarter ending activity of the Ithaca Unit.  He noted the 

difference in calls between the day and night shifts.  The day shift takes more complaints and the night shift 

does more traffic stops with the majority being fix-it tickets.  Councilperson Gray commented that the school 

children like Officer Stoltz.  Lt. McCollum agreed.    

 

Moved by Gray, second Koppleberger by to receive the Ithaca Unit report.  Motion carried.  

 

Chief Nelson provided a written report on the quarter activity for the Fire Department.   He further reported 

that we did not receive the FEMA grant for the air packs, but will rewrite in hopes of being awarded it in the 

next round. The new grant will require Council approval for the 5% match in order to be submitted.  

 

Moved by Andrew, second by Gray to support the writing of the FEMA Assistance to Firefighting grant 

for air pack equipment in the amount of $156,120 and approve a local match of up to 5%.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Moved by Hubbard, second by Koppleberger to receive the Fire Chief’s report.  Motion carried.  

 

Code Enforcement Officer Dave Nelson provided a written report and reported on the activity since holding 

the position.  Of the 61 complaints, 54% are rental, foreclosed or abandoned properties; which is common.  

Officer Nelson reported that a lot of work has been done in creating the process and creating a proper paper 

trail for the complaints.  Shelly Moffit has been assisting in this area and feel they are getting a good system 

in place for next year.  

 

City Manager Yonker asked for policy direction for the large undeveloped properties that lie within the City, 

such as Mr. Dunchock’s property, the Seaver Street property owned by the church and the farms on the edges 

of the city.  Officer Nelson added that the properties do not fit the norm for the ordinance compliance.  George 
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Bailey asked to speak and was granted.   Mr. Bailey spoke from historical experience when he managed the 

plant in the industrial park.  They mowed three times per year and that was acceptable to the park code.   In 

his opinion, three times a year would be sufficient for these properties.  They had success when they cut as the 

weeds came into bloom in the spring, then in August and again in early fall.  Councilperson Hubbard asked if 

a “mowing policy” could be created or if more needed to be done with a change to the ordinance.  

 

City Council discussed and came to a consensus to have Mr. Dunchock mow the lawn once this fall and Officer 

Nelson is to develop a policy over the winter and bring back for review and approval before the Spring season.   

 

Councilperson Koppleberger inquired on the status of the burned home.  Chief Nelson said he and Attorney 

Arnold are still working on it.  Clerk Fandell shared that the City has received the insurance hold-back funds.  

Chief Nelson added that as long as the bank is involved with the case, we can’t touch the property.   

 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Hubbard to receive the Code Officer’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report which updated Council on the ZFS development, N. Pine River 

MDOT project, downtown building renovations, West city landfill contamination, Parks & Recreation Master 

Plan, leaf pickup, hydrant flushing, City Hall server install, County parks millage meeting, code enforcement, 

Chamber/IPC events, DPW building repair, Ithaca and Alma College football and Rotary fundraiser. 

 

Manager Yonker reported the US-127BR project has started.  He still has not received a revised schedule from 

MDOT, but the drain work has begun.   The PFAs test on the twelve wells around the old landfill all came 

back as non-detect which is good news.  The MDEQ and the Health Department are still working on the surface 

water and we are still waiting for the test results for the City’s wells.  Manager Yonker further reported that 

the Redevelopment Ready Community award allows for the Gemini Management to apply for the grant funds 

for the upper level downtown apartments.  He further reported that Well 6 was scheduled to be cleaned and 

updated per the well contract, the soccer fields have been seeded and are starting to germinate, leaf pickup 

would begin on October 22nd and the Zone 4 sidewalk work was to begin later that week.  Manager Yonker 

distributed a letter from the Michigan Municipal Treasurers Association announcing Clerk-Treasurer Fandell’s 

position on the Board as the Immediate Past President.  He shared that he had heard from other treasurers 

around the state that she did a great job as President and is well respected in the Association.  

 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Andrew to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

New/Old Business 

Mayor Schafer recommended the continued appointment of Barbara Fandell to the Gratiot Area Chamber of 

Commerce Board of Directors. 

 

Moved by Hubbard, second by Koppleberger to appoint Clerk-Treasurer Fandell as the City of Ithaca 

representative to the Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.    Motion carried.  

 

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested direction for retaining auditing services.  The current contract expires with 

the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Audit.  The last full Request for Proposals was done in 2011.  Options are to do a 

full RFP or obtain a quote for a current contract extension.  Council discussed the options.   

 

Moved by Gruesbeck, second by Baublitz to direct the Treasurer to send a full Request for Proposal 

for Auditing Services for a three-year contract with optional two-year extension.  Motion carried.  

 

City Manager Yonker reported the meeting for the Downtown overnight parking ordinance would be held on 

Monday, October 29, 2018 at noon.   

 

Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Gray to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee 

by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts Payable 

Checks #45157-45194 and Payroll Checks #15076-15088, DD1251-DD1256, EFT #844-847 as listed in 

the Check Register Book.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence 

Mayor Schafer noted the received correspondence.   

 Charter Communications letter on rates 

 2018 Parks & Recreation Survey 

 MEDC Memo on Redevelopment Ready Community status.  
 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.   

 

Micah Kemler, 905 E Arcada Street property owner asked what the decision was for the water bill relief 

request.   Mayor Schafer shared that the Committee recommended concurrence with the City staff’s offer as it 

felt the employees handled it correctly and made a fair decision.  Mr. Kemler inquired on the change from 



City Council Minutes 

3 | P a g e  

 

 

quarterly billing to monthly billing.  Mayor Schafer stated there would be no changes being made at this time 

as they must do what is best for the entire community; however, the Council will take it under advisement for 

evaluation at a later date.  She noted there was substantial cost involved with changing to a more frequent 

billing system.   

 

Ms. Lexi Endter addressed the Council on behalf of the IPC.  She distributed a Christmas parade flyer and at 

the request of the IPC Christmas committee, invited the City Council to participate in the parade and decorate 

a float or city vehicle.  The event will be held Friday, December 7th with Santa receiving children in the 

Community Center.  

 

Clerk Fandell informed the Council that she was working with Linda Vandeweghe to find students for the 

council representative positions.  

 

Mayor Schafer asked for additional business to come before the City Council. None was offered.  

 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Gray to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________  

Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer  
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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 6, 2018 

7:00 PM 
  
The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 
called to order by Mayor Schafer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
Councilperson Koppleberger gave the invocation. 
 
Present were Mayor Alice Schafer and Councilpersons James Andrew, Brett Baublitz, Clark Hubbard, Scott 
Gray, James Gruesbeck and Rick Koppleberger.  Officers and staff present were Attorney Jefferson Arnold, City 
Manager Chris A. Yonker and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell. 
 
Audience in attendance was Rob & Lexi Endter, Kaitlyn Fairchild, Morgan Cooley, Allison Aplin, Dallas Conn 
and Alli Derby.  
 
Mayor Schafer asked Dallas Conn and Alli Derby to introduce themselves and give a short biography.  Dallas 
and Alli will be our student representatives for the remainder of the school year.   
 
Moved by Andrew, second by Gray to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 16, 2018.  

Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.    
 
The students from Mrs. Vandeweghe’s class introduced themselves.  Mayor Schafer welcomed them.   
 
Committee Reports 

Mayor Schafer reported the Committee of the Whole met to review a personnel issue and no action is required.  
She further reported that the Committee met to review the Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan draft, the surveys, 
and provided updates to be incorporated for the final public draft.  The Committee recommend approving the 
draft with changes and placing on file for the 30-day pubic comment period.   
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to approve the Park & Recreation Five-Year Plan draft as revised 

and place on file for the 30-day public comment period.  Manager Yonker stated the revised draft was 
received from Rowe and all changes are confirmed and incorporated in the draft.   Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Koppleberger, second by Hubbard to set a Public Hearing to take comments on the park & 

Recreation Five-year Plan for December 18, 2018 at 7:00pm or as soon thereafter as the agenda allows.  

Motion carried.  

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report which updated Council on the ZFS development, Pine River 
MDOT project, railroad crossing repaving, water hydrant flushing, asphalt paving, fire station tree, soccer field 
renovation, MDNR deer check station, West City landfill contamination, new home construction, downtown 
building renovations, DPW building repair, Zone 4 Sidewalk project, Rotary and community events.   
 
City Manager Yonker reported on fall wrap up projects.  Sidewalks are all tore up and being prepped for 
replacement in Zone 4, the deer check station in McNabb Park set up by the DNR is a voluntary station to check 
for chronic wasting disease.  Montcalm County has a large amount showing the disease, so they are trying to 
track how far it is traveling.  The photos in the report are the building renovations in Alma and similar to the 
projects that will be done in Ithaca’s downtown.  All of the units in Alma have been rented, which fills the 
downtown and provides revenue for the business owners.  This is a good sign for economic growth. 
 
Manager Yonker further reported that the results on the PFAs testing all tested non-detect.  The City’s well 
samples are still not in.  He reported he met with the MML Liability & Property Pool risk management 
representative.  The City will have a savings to Workers Comp premiums next year but in the liability side there 
are three areas to concentrate on.  They are seatbelts being worn by employees, distracted drivers (employees) 
and sexual harassment policy updates.  The City will need to update its cell phone use policy so there is no 
question as to appropriate use by employees.  The Fire Hall inspection passed with no issues.  
 
Councilperson Koppleberger asked about fire hydrant flushing during the day.  Manager Yonker said the crew 
would like to but now the leaves are all down so they have to wait until they are picked up or the drains will 
become plugged.  They also have to be conscious of icing the roads, so they will evaluate and proceed 
accordingly.   
 
Moved by Gray, second by Andrew to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

New/Old Business 
Mayor Schafer presented the 2019 Poverty Exemption Application and Guidelines for adoption.  The request 
came from City Assessor Edie Hunter and is an annual requirement to set the poverty limits.    
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Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to adopt the 2019 Poverty Exemption Application, income limits and 

Guidelines as presented by the City Assessor.  Motion carried.  

 
City Manager Yonker presented the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the MEDC and the City 
of Ithaca for the Redevelopment Ready Communities program.  The MOU defines what the responsibilities for 
both parties and is required for the downtown apartment projects grant funding eligibility.   
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to approve the Redevelopment Ready Communities Joint 

Memorandum of Understanding and authorize the City Manager to sign.   Motion carried.  

 
City Manager presented the property lease agreement between the City and Mindful Therapy LLC for the 122 
N. Maple building.  The lease has three changes from the prior lease which are: 1) increased rent to $700.00, 2) 
two-year term, and 3) adds that the lessee is advised to obtain its own contents insurance at its own cost.   Mindful 
Therapy LLC is a good tenant and Executive Director Audrey Wendt as agreed to the terms of the lease.   

Moved by Baublitz, second by Andrew to approve the property lease between the City of Ithaca and 

Mindful Therapy, LLC and authorize the City Clerk and City Manager to sign.   Motion carried.   

City Manager Yonker provided a summary of the public forum held on the Downtown Parking Ordinance.  
Those in attendance provided valuable comments and Ryan Smith was also in attendance to help answer any 
questions and concerns regarding his project.  Those that attended or provided written comments did not support 
a permit system at this time, but wanted it to be noted or reserve the right for the Council to readdress should 
parking become an issue in the future.  Mr. Smith, was not able to attend the Council meeting but shared via 
email, that he was open to whatever the Council decides on the overnight parking.  He only asks that if overnight 
parking does become an issue that the City Council not completely eliminate overnight parking in the public lots 
as it would have a severe negative impact on the properties.  This would then have an adverse effect on his 
investment into the Ithaca community.  If there is no current problem to be solved then he understands the idea 
of “wait and see” and not create and enforce a system that may not be needed.  
 
Councilperson Gray added that it seemed the consensus of the meeting to leave it as is and not do anything at 
this time, but to make sure if it did, that it be addressed by the Council to help the apartment residents.  Mr. 
Smith’s email confirms the same.  Mayor Schafer added that enforcement would be very hard and currently 
overnight parking is allowed, however the lot by Downtown Auto needs to be addressed.  City Manager Yonker 
said Scott Nevins was at the meeting and shared that he was open to help rectify the issues in that lot.  
Councilperson Hubbard commented that the people renting need to know they have a place to park.  It is a ridge 
to cross later if it becomes an issue.  Councilperson Koppleberger agreed, however Mr. Smith should be given 
some reassurance, or an investor for that matter, that future Councils will address it if needed.  All agreed.   
 
Mayor Schafer directed Manager Yonker to notify Mr. Smith that no change will be made at this time and to 
give assurance that it could be addressed in the future if needed.  

 
Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Gray to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee 

by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts Payable Checks 

#45197-45231 and Payroll Checks #15089-15118, DD1257-DD1267, EFT #850-855 as listed in the Check 

Register Book.  Motion carried. 

 
Correspondence 

Mayor Schafer asked to receive any questions or comments regarding the correspondence included in the packet 
at listed.   
 
Clerk Fandell noted the dues notice for the Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce and benefits of membership.  
She also reported that the new Director Brenden Kelley visited Ithaca and DDA Coordinator Shelly Moffit took 
him through the downtown for introductions to the business owners.   Brenden will make a return visit to meet 
other community members and businesses not in the downtown and take a tour of the City.   
 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.   
 
Lexi Endter addressed the City Council regarding the Trunk-or-Treat event.  Several business owners in the 
downtown would like to share that the move of the event to the Farmers Market lot did not help the businesses.  
The restaurants would prefer the street closing and the foot traffic versus having it in the lot.  Clerk Fandell 
shared she had spoken with Diane Godley and the attendance was down by about a hundred children this year. 
That could be attributed to the other Truck-n-Treats in the area.   
 
Mayor Schafer reminded the Council of the Employee Appreciation dinner for the Fire Department on 11/13/18 
and for the General City staff on 12/6/18.   She also reminded Council that they will walk/ride in the Christmas 
parade on 12/7/18.    
 
Mayor Schafer reported that she attended the Brownfield Redevelopment Committee, Economic Development 
Committee and the Gratiot Hospital Authority meetings.  She is a member of each of these County groups 
through her position as Mayor.  The Gratiot Hospital Authority will be dissolved in three years as it will have 
served its time commitment at that time.   
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Mayor Schafer asked for additional business to come before the City Council.  
 
Councilperson Baublitz inquired on the status of the street light replacement on N. Pine River.  Manager Yonker 
shared that we are still waiting on Town & Country Electric but the rest is ready when they are.   
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Koppleberger to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
 
 
______________________________  
Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer  
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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 20, 2018 

7:00 PM 
  
 
The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 
called to order by Mayor Schafer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   Mayor 
Schafer gave the invocation. 
 
Present were Mayor Alice Schafer and Councilpersons James Andrew, Brett Baublitz, Scott Gray, James 
Gruesbeck, Clark Hubbard, Rick Koppleberger and Student Representative Alli Derby.  Officers and staff 
present were Attorney Jefferson Arnold, City Manager Chris A. Yonker, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and 
Deputy Treasurer Jamie Space. 
 
Audience in attendance was Rob and Lexi Endter, Jim Wheeler, Brian Terborg and Mike MacDonald.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Koppleberger to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held November 

6, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.   None were offered.  
 
Committee Reports 

Mayor Schafer reported the Committee of the Whole met to review the 2017-2018 annual audit with Christina 
Schaub of Roslund, Prestage and Company PC.  The audit received the highest level of assurance as stated by 
the independent opinion of the firm.  The Committee would like to extend praise to Treasurer Fandell and her 
staff for their work and good audit.   
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Andrew to receive the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Audit and place on the 

permanent record of the City.  Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer further reported the Committee discussed the Recreational Marihuana Act and City Manager 
Yonker shared information on options for opting out or in and the affects of the Act.   He also discussed the 
City’s option to join a consortium with other communities who are working with Dickinson Wright Attorneys 
to help with the ordinances and other requirements needed due to the Act.   The Committee also reviewed the 
first quarter financial statements.  
 
Department Report 

Lt. Roy McCollum provided a written report on the October activity of the Ithaca Unit.   
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Gray to receive the Ithaca Unit report.  Motion carried.  

 

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reported on the Financial Statements for the quarter ending September 2018.  A review 
of the net position and activities was discussed.   Treasurer Fandell stated the budget included a one-time 
payment to MERS of $100,000 to help pay down the Unfunded Accrued Liability.  The City Council had 
authorized a payment of $50,000 in the prior fiscal year, however it was not made prior to June 30th so would 
like to add it to this fiscal year and pay the $150,000 before the calendar year end so it will be reflected in the 
2018 report.   
  
Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to pay $150,000 from the General Fund to MERS toward the 

unfunded accrued liability before the calendar year end and amend the budget for the additional 

$50,000.   Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Baublitz, second Koppleberger by to receive the first quarter financials and place on file for 

audit.  Motion carried.  

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report which updated Council on the  2017-18 fiscal year audit, 
employee health insurance renewal, N. Pine River MDOT project, Zone 4 Sidewalk project, , downtown 
building renovations, West city landfill contamination, Parks & Recreation Master Plan, leaf pickup, hydrant 
flushing, DDA billboard lighting, Pine Street decorative lighting, MML risk management review, MDOT 
Bagley Road closure, MDOT Center Street bridge inspection, Pavement Warranty program, recreational 
marihuana consortium participation, fire training workshop,  Chamber/IPC events, and Rotary activities. 
 
Manager Yonker reported the City’s employee health insurance will see no plan benefit changes in the renewal 
year and will incur a minor increase of 0.84% overall which is shared between the City and the employees.  
The increase equivocates $1,175 for the year.  Annually, the agent quotes other plans and carriers.  Staff is 
recommending renewal of the current plans.  Mark Papsidero shared that the industry is seeing 6-8% increases 
on the average.  Treasurer Fandell shared that the City will remain well below the Hard Cap limits for 2019.  
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Moved by Andrew, second by Baublitz to renew the current plans with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and keep 

the employer/employee cost sharing the same, with the employer paying 88% of the lower cost plan.  

Motion carried.  

 
Manager Yonker further reported that the PFAS well samples results are in and reports will be sent to him the 
next day.  The landfill site is on the MDEQ website and shows all of the testing done on the site and their 
results.   He reported he would be meeting with Brian Adkins from AYSO the next week to do a new lease 
agreement.  He also received an email from Heather Seeley of GAS regarding the cleaning of the Historical 
Barn.  GAS would like more time and would also like the RC tower to remain so they can use it for a rodeo or 
horse pull.   GAS would also like the old lights and bleachers and plan to have horse races on the track.  
Manager Yonker said the tower has no offers as of now.  Clerk Fandell shared that the lease agreement does 
not cover the additional event areas and they were supposed to have everything out of the barn after the fair.  
The Chamber was given until after their event in September and GAS should be held to the same timeline.   
Council gave direction that the barn was to be cleaned out by the end of December and the tower will remain 
for sale.   Manager Yonker will notify Ms. Seeley of that.  
 
Manager Yonker additionally reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals are scheduled to meet and we still 
need two alternates for that board.    In addition, Chief Nelson was notified by the owner of the burned home 
that the insurance company and the bank have reached an agreement and demolition will begin with new 
construction starting in the spring.    Lastly, the Senior Activity Board will be holding a 25-year anniversary 
party for the center on Monday, 12/3/18 at noon.  The Council is invited and asked if a proclamation should 
be drafted.    Consensus of the City Council to have the City Manager prepare the Proclamation for the Mayor 
to sign and present at the luncheon.    
 
Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

Student Representative Alli Derby reported that fall sports have ended and the winter sports are starting so 
things are very busy at the school.  Mr. Lambreht in the interim principal, but Mrs. Netzley is taking over soon.   
 

New/Old Business 
Manager Yonker presented the Consideration for Consortium Participation with Dickinson Wright for the 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act.   
 
Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to join the Consortium with Dickinson Wright as the legal attorney 

for the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act documents at a cost of $700.00.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer asked Lexi Endter to discuss the IPC request for street closure for the Christmas event.  Ms. 
Endter stated the IPC and past participants have concerns because in the past the road was not closed and it 
puts children too close to the parade entries and too many cars in the downtown.  The business owners agree 
to the closure and would rather have the foot traffic during the event and more safety for the children.  City 
Manager Yonker shared that despite the closing time, there will be cars left in the downtown and we would 
need IPC to move the barricades after the event.  Councilperson Hubbard stated if the businesses supported it, 
then sees no reason why not.   
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to close E. Center Street from Main to Maple from 4:30pm until 

the conclusion of the parade on December 7, 2018.  Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer noted the invitation to the City Council to be in the parade and attend the IPC meetings.   She 
asked if Council would be in the parade.   City Council members agreed and will decorate the gator.    She 
informed the Council that the staff appreciation breakfast would be December 6, 2018 at 8:30am in City Hall.  
 
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell gave an update on the election day activities and results.  It was a very busy day with 
about a 58% turn out.  The polls did not encounter any major issues.   
 
Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Andrew, second by Baublitz to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means 

Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts 

Payable Checks #45232-45282 and Payroll Checks #15119-15130, DD1268-DD1274, EFT #856-861 as 

listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence 

Mayor Schafer noted the received correspondence.   

 MML Liability & Property Pool & Fund Loss Control Services letter 

 Gratiot Chamber of Commerce board minutes 

 IPC meeting invitation 

 MML letter regard Michigan Local Agency Pavement Warranty Program 

 Thompson Home Public Library board minutes 
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Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.  None were offered.   
 
Mayor Schafer asked for additional business to come before the City Council. None was offered.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 
 
 
_______________________________  
Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer  
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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 4, 2018 

7:00 PM 
  
The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 
called to order by Mayor Schafer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
Councilperson Koppleberger gave the invocation. 
 
Present were Mayor Alice Schafer and Councilpersons James Andrew, Brett Baublitz, Clark Hubbard, Scott 
Gray, James Gruesbeck, Rick Koppleberger and Student Representative Dallas Conn.  Officers and staff present 
were Attorney Jefferson Arnold, City Manager Chris A. Yonker and Deputy Clerk Cathy Cameron.  
 
Audience in attendance was Rob & Lexi Endter and George Bailey. 
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Koppleberger to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 

November 20, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.  None were offered. 
 
Committee Reports 

Mayor Schafer stated that there were no Committee meetings to report on. 
 
Student Representative Dallas Conn reported that it’s the ended of first trimester and that the students are 
becoming familiar with the new principal. 
 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report which updated Council on the new Recreational Marihuana 
Consortium, PFAS results, AYSO lease renewal, Zoning Board of Appeals, MDOT Rural Transportation Task 
force, Pine River MDOT project, Park & Recreation Plan Update and community events. 
 
City Manager Yonker reported that the road connection at South Begole  Bagley Road and US127 had been 
officially closed effective December 3, 2018.  There are orange barrels and signage in place.  It will be the 
decision of MDOT to use concrete barricades in the future.  There was a press release on behalf of the MDEQ 
testing for PFAS in the City water wells.  The results indicated no substances were detected.   
 
Mayor Schafer and Councilperson Gruesbeck joined Manager Yonker at the Senior Activity Building during a 
recent luncheon in recognition of the building’s 25th anniversary with a Proclamation.  Preparations have been 
completed for the Hometown Christmas event downtown this Friday.  Council has been invited to participate in 
the parade. 
 
Manager Yonker further reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its first meeting this Thursday.  
Packet information and updates will be provided to Council regarding the agenda and decisions made at these 
meetings. 
 
Mayor Schafer directed that the new AYSO Soccer lease be presented to the Council at the next meeting.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Andrew to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

New/Old Business 
City Manager Yonker presented the Cooperative Mutual Aid Fire Control Agreement between the MDNR and 
the Ithaca Fire Department.  This is a continuous agreement that allows us access to federal and state land for 
emergency services.  It serves as a mutual aid response for both parties.   
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Hubbard to approve the Cooperative Mutual Aid Fire Control Agreement 

and authorize the Fire Chief and the City Clerk-Treasurer to sign.   Motion carried.  

 
City Manager Yonker provided a summary of the legal advice provided by Dickinson Wright Municipal Group, 
serving as the consortium of municipalities, in response to the approved recreational marihuana proposition on 
the November 6, 2018 ballot in Michigan.  As defined under the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act (MRTMA) if a community wishes to prohibit the establishment and operation of recreational 
marihuana establishments within the community, the community must adopt an ordinance to this effect (i.e., it 
must “opt out”).  This decision can be reversed at a later time with an amendment to or repeal of that ordinance. 
Otherwise, if a community does not opt out, then recreational marihuana establishments can be located and 
licensed by the state within that community. 
 
Manager Yonker presented Ordinance 2018-02, Amending the Ithaca Code of Ordinances by Adding a New 
Chapter 5 and by Amending Chapter 32 to add a New Article V.  Manager Yonker summarized the new Chapter 
5 titled Marihuana, whereas intent is made to prohibit the creation and operation of marihuana establishments 
and facilities within in the City.  He further summarized the amendments to Chapter 32 adding Article V, 
whereas intent is made to prohibit the sale and consumption of marihuana in public places within the City. 
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Councilperson Hubbard stated that there is an important distinction in terms of use in restricting the use on public 
streets and sidewalks is that there is still a criminal process that would supersede this ordinance.  This element 
will always prevail to protect the public safety concerns.  He stated that he is in support of adding Article V to 
Chapter 32 of the City code. Councilperson Gray agreed. 
 
Moved by Gray, second by Gruesbeck to introduce Ordinance 2018-02 Amending the Ithaca Code of 

Ordinances by adding a New Chapter 5: Marihuana and by Amending Chapter 32: Streets, Sidewalks 

and Other Public Places to add a New Article V Prohibition on Sale and Consumption of Marihuana in 

Public Places as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Manager Yonker explained that if the Council sees this as an issue that effects public peace, health, safety and/or 
welfare, the ordinance can be declared emergency in nature and become effective immediately. A motion would 
be required to that effect. 
 

Moved by Andrew, second by Gray to declare the need for emergency ordinance 2018-02 to protect the 

citizens of Ithaca due to the nature of the statue effective date of December 6, 2018 for Marihuana.    

Motion carried by Roll Call vote: 

 

Ayes: (7)  Hubbard, Koppleberger, Andrew, Baublitz, Gray, Gruesbeck, Schafer 

Nays: (0) None 

Absent: (0) None 

Abstain: (0) None 

 

Moved by Gray, second by Koppleberger to adopt Ordinance 2018-02 Amending the Ithaca Code of 

Ordinances by adding a New Chapter 5: Marihuana and by Amending Chapter 32: Streets, Sidewalks 

and Other Public Places to add a New Article V Prohibition on Sale and Consumption of Marihuana in 

Public Places as presented.  Motion carried by Roll Call vote: 

 

Ayes: (7)  Koppleberger, Andrew, Baublitz, Gray, Gruesbeck, Hubbard, Schafer 

Nays: (0) None 

Absent: (0) None 

Abstain: (0) None 
 
Mayor Schafer informed Council that the Committee of the Whole meeting for December is cancelled.  The 
annual Strategic Planning meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Mayor 
Schafer suggested that council members come to the meeting with ideas and wish list to discuss for the year 
ahead.  She further extended an invitation to the Department Heads to join in this planning session with Council. 

 
Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Gray, second by Andrew to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee 

by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts Payable Checks 

#45284-45306 and Payroll Checks #15132-15155, DD1275-DD1280, EFT #863-868 as listed in the Check 

Register Book.  Motion carried. 

 
Correspondence 

Mayor Schafer asked to receive any questions or comments regarding the correspondence included in the packet 
at listed.   
 

 State of Michigan CVT Revenue Sharing Incentive Program Certification Reports 

 MERS/Standard Life Insurance Renewal Notice 

 St. Louis Housing Commission Board Vacancy Notice 

 Ithaca Hometown Christmas Event Flyer 
 
Manager Yonker informed council that the State of Michigan Revenue Sharing performance dashboard reports 
are posted on the City website. Mayor Schafer noted the $150,000 was paid towards the MERS General Division.  
Manager Yonker reported that Standard Life Insurance renewal rates will be unchanged through 2021. Mayor 
Schafer informed them of the board vacancy on the St Louis Housing Commission Board, which serves the 
entire County.  Reminder of the events downtown for Christmas and that council members are to meet at 5:30 
for the parade this Friday. 
 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.   
 
Lexi Endter expressed her appreciation to the Council for planning to walk in the Christmas Parade. 
 
County Commissioner George Bailey announced that Mayor Schafer was again appointed to serve on the board 
for the Gratiot County Commission on Aging.  Congratulations and thank you for serving your community.  
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Mayor Schafer asked for additional business to come before the City Council.  None was offered.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Baublitz to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
 
 
 
______________________________  
Cathy Cameron, Deputy Clerk  
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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 18, 2018 

7:00 PM 
  
 
The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 
called to order by Mayor Schafer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   Mayor 
Schafer gave the invocation. 
 
Present were Mayor Alice Schafer and Councilpersons Brett Baublitz, Scott Gray, Clark Hubbard, Rick 
Koppleberger and Student Representative Alli Derby.  Officers and staff present were Attorney Jefferson 
Arnold, City Manager Chris A. Yonker and Recording Secretary Shelley Moffit.  
 
Absent were Councilpersons James Andrew and James Gruesbeck and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.  
 
Audience in attendance was Marla Macha, Brian Adkins, Helen Soderberg, Jared Barden, Rob & Lexi Endter.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Baublitz to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 4, 

2018.  City Manager Yonker noted a correction needed to be made on page 1, second paragraph under City 
Manager’s Report should read “South Bagley” not “South Begole” Friendly amendment to include the 

correction.   Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.    
 
Marla Macha shared that the lighting in the downtown block of businesses is really poor.  Poor lighting and 
closed businesses at night is not welcoming or warm to visitors or residents. 
 
Jared Barden of Ms. Van DeWeghe’s government class introduced himself.   
 
Public Hearing: Parks & Recreation Plan 

Mayor Schafer stated it was time for the Public Hearing. 
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Koppleberger to enter into a public hearing to take comment on the Five-

Year Park and Recreation Master Plan.   Motion carried.   Mayor Schafer opened the hearing at 7:04pm 

 

City Manager Yonker noted the written comments received and included in the packet.   They will be attached 
to the meeting minutes.   He gave a brief overview of each written comment received.   
 
Resident Helen Sodderberg questioned the makeup of the other respondents to the survey as there were over 
200 collected, but only 137 residents responded.   Manager Yonker shared that the survey was opened to the 
public so some users of the parks that are not residents, were able to respond also.   
 
Manager Yonker reminded that the five-year plan is required by the MDNR in the event the City would like 
to write for grants through the department to help further develop the parks. The plan has been on public review 
for the past 30-days at the City Hall, Library, website and Facebook.   
 
Ms. Sodderberg shared she was in favor of keeping the pond at McNabb Park and shared it has been in 
existence long enough that there is mature plant and wildlife in that area.   She noted there is funding available 
for natural wetlands and there is educational opportunities for the school children.  She further shared the 
support from the Big Dog playgroup at Woodland Park.    
 
Mayor Schafer asked for additional comments.  None were offered.  
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to close the public hearing.   Motion carried. 

Mayor Schafer closed the public hearing at 7:13pm.  

 
Committee Reports 

Alli Derby, Student Representative, reported that the new principal is well liked and things are going well at 
the school.   The Adams Family musical is underway.  Mayor Schafer thanked her and Dallas for being in the 
parade and carrying the City flag. 
 
Department Report 

Lt. Roy McCollum provided a written report on the November activity of the Ithaca Unit.   
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Koppleberger to receive the Ithaca Unit report.  Councilperson Gray noted 
the illegal possession stop during the month and hope it was not tied to the legalization issue.  Motion carried.  
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City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report which updated Council on the AYSO Soccer Lease Agreement, 
Recreational Marihuana Ordinance, MDOT training webinar on Local Agency Program, Senior Activity Board 
luncheon, SAW grant, Library digital message board sign, 101 E Center Street interest, ICMA Recycling 
update, Zoning Board of Appeals, DDA and Planning Commission meetings, MME Ethics Committee, City 
Strategic Planning meeting, Undersheriff retirement, West city landfill, Parks & Recreation Master Plan, 
Chamber/IPC events, and Rotary activities. 
 
Manager Yonker reported the City offices will be closed on the 24th, 25th, 31st of December and the 1st of 
January for the holiday.   He would also be on vacation from the 24th through the 1st.   He informed Council of 
the upcoming MML Capital Conference.  Clerk Fandell will be distributing information and looking to register 
those that are interested.   Staff has been watching the legislative issues and bills that are active.   He discussed 
the Lame Duck and issues being considered.  There are several that affect local control for a one-community 
fix.   One bill is the Fireworks bill which places limitations on when they can be lit off.  Another is the Disabled 
Veteran’s property tax exemption bill, which is seeing movement to transition from a Property Tax Exemption 
to an Income Tax Exemption. This also includes a credit for disabled veterans that rent and do not own. Another 
is a bill which would assess a fee to water customers to put into State programs for water issues at the State 
level.  The City would have to try and get the money through grants, or loans for the money paid in by our 
residents.  The MNML is greatly opposed to this.  It is still out there but many items have been stripped. The 
final is a bill which imposes a tipping fee for those utilizing the landfills.   The funds would go to the State for 
Brownfield and recycling funding.   This appears to have died and now they are looking at the new sales tax 
from internet purchases for this.  This money should be coming to us as part of Revenue Sharing so more to 
come.  
 
Moved by Koppleberger, second by Hubbard to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.  

 

New/Old Business 
Mayor Schafer presented Resolution 2018-11which keeps the City in compliance with the State of Michigan 
on the health insurance benefits for the employees.   
 
Moved by Gray, second by Baublitz to adopt Resolution 2018-11 Compliance with PA152 of 2011 as 

Amended.  The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

 

Ayes: (5) Baublitz, Gray, Hubbard, Koppleberger, Schafer 

Nos: (0) None 

Absent: (2) Andrew, Gruesbeck 

 

Mayor Schafer addressed the Zoning Board of Appeals requests.   First order is to set the Recording Secretary 
fee.  City Manager Yonker explained that a similar fee was set for the Planning Commission of $25.00 per 
meeting.    
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to set a Recording Secretary per diem fee of $25.00 per meeting for 

the Zoning Board of Appeals.   Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Hubbard, second by Baublitz to approve the 2019 meeting schedule for the Zoning Board of 

Appeals.   Motion carried.  

 
City Manager Yonker received interest from Jim Wideman to fill the vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
Mayor Schafer as for this appointment.  Peggy Heffner may be interested in one of the Alternate positions.   
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to appoint Jim Wideman to the Zoning Board of Appeals with a 

term ending June 30, 2021.   Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer noted the request from the Library Board to purchase an electronic sign at a cost of $14,000.  
City Manager Yonker explained it was not in the budget so it requires an amendment to the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year budget and approval for the purchase.   If not approved, they would put in next year’s budget but would 
not be received or installed until late fall and they would like it prior to the Summer Reading program.  
 
Moved by Baublitz, second by Hubbard to approve the electronic sign in the amount of $14,000 and to 

amend the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year Budget for the purchase.    

Councilperson Gray abstained from the vote due to financial reasons.  Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer called for action on the AYSO Soccer Lease Agreement renewal.   She asked if the screen 
fenced at the lot line a snow fence?   Manager Yonker said that fence was installed back when the land 
acquisition was done to keep the balls and kids from going into the farm field.    
 
Moved by Hubbard, second by Gray to approve the Lease Agreement between AYSO and the City of 

Ithaca.   Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Schafer thanked Brian Adkins for his patience during this renewal process.  
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Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Baublitz, second by Koppleberger to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means 

Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts 

Payable Checks #45307-45354 and Payroll Checks #15156-15168, DD1281-DD1286, EFT #869-873 as 

listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence 

Mayor Schafer noted the received correspondence.   

 MDEQ Letter on the Asset Management Program and Community Water Supply 
 Board minutes: ZBA, Thompson Library Board 

 

City Manager Yonker shared the new procedures and reporting requirements for the City regarding the 
MDEQ correspondence.   Director Studt has filed and was accepted on the first filing.  He further updated on 
the PFAS cleanup as being required by MDEQ and upcoming decisions that will need to be made.  
 
Public Comment 

Mayor Schafer asked for public comments.   
 
Lexi Endter addressed an issue she is having with her neighbor’s driveway being used as a shooting range.  It 
is about 60 feet from the property line.   She has reviewed the Ordinance and her property is in the allowed 
area, however you cannot be within the safety zone of 100 feet of any building, however the end of the 
ordinance does not address target shooting.   She is moving the barn and horse to the other side of the property, 
however there are still young children in the safety zone area.   Manager Yonker explained that he is unsure if 
the property owner is aware that this is being done.  Lexi shared they are shooting a bow, however there was 
a person who stopped and used a gun.   Manager Yonker said we need to take it under advisement and look at 
the Ordinance; would like to talk with Lt. McCollum before making any recommendations.    
    
Ms. Endter thanked the City Council for its participation in the Christmas parade and the evening activities.   
 
Mayor Schafer reminded the Council of the Strategic Planning Session on January 17, 2019.  
 
Mayor Schafer asked for additional business to come before the City Council. None was offered.  
 
Moved by Gray, second by Hubbard to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Shelly Moffit, Recording Secretary 
 
 
_______________________________  
Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer  
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